
OPEN FIRES 
 

 

In accordance with NYS DEC regulations, burning permits will no longer be issued for 

open fires effective October 15, 2009. 

 

Burning in an open fire, provided it is not contrary to other law or regulations, will be 

allowed as follows: 

 

     (a)  On-site burning in any town with a total population less than 20,000 of downed 

 limbs and branches less than six inches in diameter and eight feet in length 

 between May 15
th

 and the following March 15
th

. 

     (b)  Barbecue grills and similar outdoor cooking devices when actually used for 

  cooking or processing food. 

     (c)   Small fires used for cooking and camp fires provided that only charcoal or  

untreated wood is used as fuel and the fire is not left unattended until 

extinguished. 

     (d)  On-site burning of agricultural wastes as part of a valid agricultural operation on  

contiguous agricultural lands larger than five acres actively devoted to agricultural 

or horticultural use, provided that such waste is actually grown or generated on 

those lands and such waste is capable of being fully burned within a 24-hour 

period. 

     (e)  Ceremonial or celebratory bonfires where not otherwise prohibited by law, 

 provided that only untreated wood or other agricultural products are used as fuel  

and the fire is not left unattended until extinguished. 

     (f)   Small fires that are used to dispose of a flag or religious item, and small fires or 

other smoke producing process where not otherwise prohibited by law that are  

used in connection with a religious ceremony. 
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